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Coast Guard, DHS § 117.255 

from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 a.m., if at least 
four hours notice is given. 

[CGD05–06–044, 71 FR 53325, Sept. 11, 2006] 

§ 117.245 Smyrna River. 
The draw of the Delaware highway 

bridge, mile 4.0 at Flemings Landing, 
shall open on signal if at least 24 hours 
notice is given. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

§ 117.253 Anacostia River. 
(a) The draw of the Frederick Doug-

lass Memorial (South Capitol Street) 
bridge, mile 1.2, shall open on signal if 
at least 24 hours notice is given. The 
draw is closed to the passage of vessels 
on each Presidential Inauguration Day 
and may occasionally be closed with-
out advance notice to permit uninter-
rupted transit of dignitaries across the 
bridge. 

(b) The CSX Railroad Bridge, mile 
3.4. 

(1) The draw of the bridge to be oper-
ated by the controller at the Benning 
Yard office shall open on signal: 

(i) At all times for public vessels of 
the United States, state and local gov-
ernment vessels, commercial vessels 
and any vessels in an emergency in-
volving danger to life or property. 

(ii) Between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. and 
between 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. from May 15 
through September 30. 

(iii) Between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. from 
May 15 through September 30 if notice 
is given to the controller at the 
Benning Yard office not later than 6 
p.m. on the day for which the opening 
is requested. 

(iv) At all other times, if at least 48 
hours of notice is given to the con-
troller at the Benning Yard Office. 

(2) The CSX Railroad Bridge shall not 
be operated by the controller at the 
Benning Yard office in the event of 
failure or obstruction of the motion 
sensors, laser scanners, video cameras 
or marine-radio communications, In 
these situations, a bridge tender must 
be called to operate the bridge on-site. 

(3) Except as provided in § 117.31(b), 
opening of the draw shall not exceed 
ten minutes after clearance of rail traf-
fic. 

(4) A horn will sound one prolonged 
blast followed by one short blast to in-

dicate that the CSX Railroad Bridge is 
moving to the full open position for 
vessel traffic. During open span move-
ment, the channel traffic lights will 
flash red until the bridge is in the full 
open position to vessels. In the full 
open position to vessels, the bridge 
channel traffic lights will flash green. 

(5) A horn will sound five short 
blasts, the channel traffic lights will 
flash red, and an audio voice-warning 
device will announce bridge movement 
during closing span movement. Five 
short blasts of the horn will continue 
until the bridge is seated in and locked 
down. When the bridge is seated and in 
locked down position to vessels, the 
channel traffic lights will continue to 
flash red. 

(6) The owners of the bridge shall 
provide and keep in good legible condi-
tion two board gauges painted white 
with black figures not less than six 
inches high to indicate the vertical 
clearance under the closed draw at all 
stages of the tide. The gauges shall be 
placed on the bridge so that they are 
plainly visible to the operator of any 
vessel approaching the bridge from ei-
ther upstream or downstream. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984; 49 FR 
37381, Sept. 24, 1984, as amended by CGD5–88– 
004, 53 FR 9627, Mar. 23, 1988; CGD05–95–081, 61 
FR 57586, Nov. 7, 1996; CGD05–04–028, 69 FR 
47773, Aug. 6, 2004; USCG–2011–0591, 77 FR 
14970, Mar. 14, 2012] 

§ 117.255 Potomac River. 
(a) The draw of the Woodrow Wilson 

Memorial (I–95) bridge, mile 103.8, be-
tween Alexandria, Virginia, and Oxon 
Hill, Maryland— 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
only for a vessel in distress, notwith-
standing the provisions of § 117.31. 

(2) Shall open for the passage of a 
commercial vessel at any time except: 

(i) From Monday through Friday (ex-
cept Federal holidays), 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

(ii) Saturday, Sunday, and Federal 
holidays, 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

(3) Need not open for the passage of a 
commercial vessel under paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section unless— 

(i) The owner or operator of the ves-
sel provides the bridge tender with an 
estimate of the approximate time of 
that passage at least 12 hours in ad-
vance at (703) 836–2396; and 
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